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The Glasgow School of Art’s Archives and Collections actively safeguard, develop,
document and preserve the institutional records of GSA and the artefacts and archives
of staff, students, businesses and individuals associated with the School.

We do this to make the collection accessible in order to support scholarship and research, inspire
creativity, and to surface hidden narratives contained within the School’s history which are of relevance
to contemporary academic and civic audiences.

Access to the collections is achieved both physically and digitally.

We welcome feedback on our services. Users can provide feedback via email: archives@gsa.ac.uk, in
writing to GSA Archives and Collections, The Whisky Bond, 2 Dawson Road, Glasgow G4 9SS or
using our online feedback form.

Physical Access:

The Archives and Collections’ holdings are open to all visitors including the School’s staff and
students, external researchers, groups, families and members of the general public. You do not have to
be affiliated with Glasgow School of Art to access our holdings, but please note, all children must be
accompanied by an adult.

Archives and Collections (A&C) can be accessed via:

● Exhibitions and displays at The Window on Heritage visitor centre and Reid Gallery in the
Glasgow School of Art’s Reid Building.

● The Archives and Collections reading room at The Whisky Bond.

The Reid Building

Our temporary exhibitions and displays are shown in The Window on Heritage visitor centre, and in
the Reid Gallery.

● Temporary exhibitions are advertised on the Archives and Collections website.

● No booking is required to attend exhibitions.

● There is level access to the exhibition spaces, as well as wheelchair accessible toilets.

● There is a small amount of chargeable on-street parking near the Reid building, but we would
advise use of public transport where possible.

mailto:archives@gsa.ac.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEhVpe-fbi61jtH9ot-snnco5KOrGdMRYdFxCu-V12UuRIqg/viewform
https://gsaarchives.net/about/visit/
https://gsaarchives.net/about/visit/
https://gsaarchives.net/about/visit/
https://gsaarchives.net/about/visit/
https://gsaarchives.net/explore/#whatson
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The Whisky Bond

● Our reading room is based at The Whisky Bond, and up-to-date opening times are published on
the Archives and Collections website.

● We ask visitors to make an appointment in advance by contacting the Archives and Collections
team on 0141 355 1418, or by emailing archives@gsa.ac.uk. Please let staff know if you have any
specific access requirements.

● Drop-in visits will be accommodated subject to availability.

● Our reading room facilities include disabled parking, lifts, disabled toilets and adjustable study
desks to accommodate wheelchairs.

● Non-GSA visitors will need to register, and provide proof of identification, for instance a
photographic record (passport or driving licence), a staff or student card, or some official
documentation (a utility bill, a bank card or statement, a HMRC tax notification e.g. P45 or P60, a
card or notification from DWP e.g. child allowance, pension, a council rent card or tenancy
agreement or confirmation from an electoral register search).

● All visitors to the Archives and Collections must follow the Reading Room Rules which can be seen
in the Policies & Guides area of our website.

● Anyone interested in the holdings who isn’t able to visit in person can contact the Archives and
Collections team on 0141 355 1418, or email archives@gsa.ac.uk with their enquiry.

Digital Access
Digital access to the collections is provided via a website, an online catalogue and through social
media channels.

● Glasgow School of Art Archives and Collections’ online catalogue provides a listing of our
holdings, with contextual information and images where available.

● The Archives and Collections’ website includes induction videos, curated content, browsable
themed collections, how-to guides and help pages to aid access to the collection.

● Twitter, Instagram and a blog are used to highlight current activities, new collections and
news-worthy stories.

● Our online resources meet The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications)
Accessibility Regulations. For more information, please check the Accessibility statement on our
website.

● All information is conveyed clearly and accurately, using accessible language.

https://gsaarchives.net/about/contact/
https://gsaarchives.net/visit/
https://gsaarchives.net/about/contact/
https://gsaarchives.net/about/contact/
mailto:archives@gsa.ac.uk
https://gsaarchives.net/about/policies
https://gsaarchives.net/about/contact/
https://gsaarchives.net/about/contact/
mailto:archives@gsa.ac.uk
https://gsaarchives.net/catalogue
https://gsaarchives.net/
https://twitter.com/GSAArchives
https://www.instagram.com/gsaarchives/
https://gsaarchives.net/blog/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/952/introduction/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/952/introduction/made
https://gsaarchives.net/accessibility/
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● Information is offered in alternative formats where possible and appropriate.

● Glasgow School of Art Archives and Collections content is also delivered through third party online
portals such as the Art UK website and through the Archives Hub.

Please note
● As a result of the fire in the Mackintosh Building in May 2014 access to some areas of our holdings
is limited.

● Access to some material may also be restricted for reasons of data protection or because of
conservation considerations.

● Due to data protection legislation, access cannot be granted to un-catalogued records until they
have been checked for personal data. Any requests for access to such material will be managed on
a case-by-case basis taking into consideration the type and volume of records in question and the
visitor’s requirements.

● Most records which are over 30 years old are available for public consultation. Glasgow School of
Art’s institutional records which are less than 30 years old can be accessed with the permission of
the Head of the relevant department of the School.

● There is restricted access to some student records until they are 75 years old in order to maintain
personal confidentiality.

https://artuk.org/visit/venues/the-glasgow-school-of-art-5920
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/locations/d6b1eef8-b768-3a21-99b8-56df774f871a

