


Archive Sources for Textiles 
 
There are a number of ways to look for archives relating to your topic of research.  

To find out more about our holdings related to textiles, use the following subject index 
term on GSA’s Archives and Collections online catalogue: 
 
Textiles: http://www.gsaarchives.net/archon/index.php?p=core/search&subjectid=1  
Embroidery (visual works): 
http://www.gsaarchives.net/archon/index.php?p=core/search&subjectid=128  
Lace (needlework): 
http://www.gsaarchives.net/archon/index.php?p=core/search&subjectid=41  
Clothing: http://www.gsaarchives.net/archon/index.php?p=core/search&subjectid=136  
Fashion: http://www.gsaarchives.net/archon/index.php?p=core/search&subjectid=55  
Costume Design: 
http://www.gsaarchives.net/archon/index.php?p=core/search&subjectid=153 
 
 
A good starting point is to think about the people, organisations or places you are 
interested in and then start to look for archives related to them. 

Yves Saint Laurent Archive http://webmuseo.com/ws/archives-pb-
ysl/app/collection/expo/1 
 
Zandra Rhodes Archive at VADS 
http://www.zandrarhodes.ucreative.ac.uk/p/welcome.html 

 
You can also search according to particular techniques:  
 
Knitting Reference Library 
http://www.southampton.ac.uk/intheloop/knittingreferencelibrary.shtml 
 
National needlework archive http://www.nationalneedleworkarchive.org.uk/ 
 
The Knitting and Crochet Guild http://www.kcguild.org.uk/index.php?id=5 
 
J.R. Burrows & Company: Stourvale Mill Carpet Collection 
http://www.burrows.com/carpet.html 
 
Other useful resources:  
 
The V&A Textiles Archive http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/t/textiles/ 
 
Warner Textile Archive https://www.warnertextilearchive.co.uk/ 
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ULITA - An Archive of International Textiles (formerly the University of Leeds 
International Textiles Archive) http://ulita.leeds.ac.uk/wiki/mediawiki-
1.10.1/index.php/Main_Page 
 
John Lewis Textile Archive / Cummersdale Design Collection 
http://www.johnlewispartnership.co.uk/about/our-history/textile-archive.html 
 
Marks & Spencer Archive  
https://archive-catalogue.marksandspencer.ssl.co.uk/home 
 
The Fabric Workshop and Museum, Philadelphia 
http://www.fabricworkshopandmuseum.org/Collections/Default.aspx 

That’s Not Online! http://thatsnotonline.tumblr.com/post/8657616802/textiles 
 
Yorkshire Fashion Archive http://www.yorkshirefashionarchive.org/ 
 
The University of Manchester Whitworth Art Gallery 
http://www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk/collection/textiles/ 
 
The Bowes Museum 
http://www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk/collections/Dress%20%26%20Textile/ 
 
Norwich Textiles http://www.norwichtextiles.org.uk/ 
 
Heriot Watt University Archives 
http://www.tex.hw.ac.uk/about/archive.htm  
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